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CTC Northampton AGM 
26th October 2011 

 
Held at Park Avenue Church Rooms, 
Park Avenue, Northampton, NN3 2HT 

 
Present 
Philip Gray (chair of meeting)  
Peter Neve 
Bill Simpson 
Iain Dawson 
Peter Crighton 
Phil Letts 
Ian Macsporran 
John Cutler 

Brian Tunbridge 
Dave Upton 
Eleanor Weller 
Rowan Ellis 
Chris Willey 
Antoinette Kiely 
Lee Streeton 
(15) 

 
Apologies 
Bob Hastings, Sue Hastings, George Stevens 
Mike Hart, John Weller. 

 

 
Minutes of Last Meeting   
These were agreed as a correct record of the meeting.  
The Chairman noted that we were a member group of the  NMK parent group. 
 
Secretary’s Report 

• Acknowledge key role of the rides list, web site and publicity in local paper. Reliable 
programme which can be trusted. 

• Keeps section together because most of the active members take part in the rides 
programme. 

• Good attendance at Sunday club rides as well as the Saturday leisure rides. These were 
very good for beginners and first try members. 

• The brisk Saturday morning rides generally successful.  
• 2 new ride leaders registered. 
• Almost a ride each weekend now. 
• Bike week had 2 associated family rides. 27 riders including 2 electric bikes on both rides.      

Orbital was too long for some. Follow up family ride in October. 
• Important to have several ride leaders with knowledge of the route. Split abilities.  Could 

question the value of these rides. 
• BBQ again very successful Parent group in Bike Week thanks to John Dunkley 
• Umbrella Fair on Northampton racecourse was fun. New riders seen. We have a gazebo 

and table. 
• July saw a joint ride with Stevenage. Difficult to find a club which matched our ride 

programme. 
• Public transport & car  assisted ride on part of the Olympic route in October. 
• Maintenance classes later this week.  
• More detail of the years events in the slide show. 

 
Treasurer’s Report 
Bill Simpson read out a letter from the Headway Charity thanking the CTC for £100 
donated from the Guy Barber Memorial Ride. The local branch had opened a small 
health suite but were struggling for funds. They were grateful for our support.  
Bill reported that there had been little financial activity throughout the year. The cash 
balance finished at £4.62. All funding had been handled by the parent group treasurer 
(Eleanor). The BBQ had generated £125. A gazebo and camping table had been 
purchased for use at the Umbrella Fair.,£25 had been donated to Blackcurrent Housing 
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Co-operative for the use of the meeting room for the AGM. The newsletter shortfall of 
production cost and postage over advertising had been significant.  
 
Publicity Officer 
Iain Dawson reported that the printed newsletter had been produced this year edited by 
himself with layout by Mike Hart 

• Advertising income was £60 with expenditure on printing and postage £125. 
Advertising from Oakleys was missed and could have reduced the deficit. This 
may influence a decision on future  productions but Philip Gray agreed to the role 
of co-ordinating advertising in future newsletter editions. 

• Rides were featured in local papers which resulted in new riders. 
• CTC had a stand at the Umbrella Fair. 

 
Phil Letts proposed a vote of thanks to Iain and the team for producing a very good 
newsletter. 
 
Webmaster & Rides Planning 
Peter Crighton reported that he had not made any changes to the web site layout this 
year although the rides programme was updated regularly.  
 
After many years (more than a decade) Peter is standing down as Rides Secretary. He 
was thanked for doing a great job. 
 
Rights and Planning 
John Cutler had not put much time into Northampton Council and only a little into the 
County. There were few requests for consultation and hence not many opportunities to 
contribute. John had not even met the Walking and cycling officer Neil Holland although 
he had spoken over the telephone. Northampton had not received much money to 
support cycling compared to say Nottingham. 
 
John suggested that a CTC member may like to join the Local Access Forum  which 
meets every 2 months. He will use the Yahoo group to email details to members. 
 
Chairman’s report. 
 
It had been a good year for rides.  
There had been one formal committee meeting in March in addition to the AGM. Informal 
committee discussions had taken place after the ride planning meetings.  
The Chairman thanked the committee for the support during the year and was grateful 
that the work load could be shared. 
 
Looking back on the proposals from last year ; 

• New kinds of rides had been successful. 
• There had only been one overnight (weekend ride) ,which was not well 

supported.(3 riders) 
• Bike mechanics course will take place this week. 

 
Successes: 

• Publicity had gone well . new publicity officer. 
• Slideshow in February with Ian Macsporran and Philip and Rowan talk was well 

attended. 
• Umbrella fair had attracted many general cycling inquiries. 
• There had been some good “tourist rides” covering architecture, historical and the 

talk at Newton. 
    
Things that had not succeeded. 
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• An  Easter tour 
• Booking the Newport Velodrome 
• Meeting up as a group with the new Walking & Cycling Officer 

 
Areas of concern 

• Rights and planning. John Cutler needs support. 
 
Goals for 2011-2012 

• Build on the current communications channels (add facebook etc) 
• Make ride participation more consistent 

 
At the end of the reports Ian Macsporran proposed a vote of thanks to all committee  
members for their efforts this year. 
 
Appointment of Committee 
The following people were nominated for the committee.  All appointments were 
proposed by Peter Neve, seconded by Ian Macsporran, carried unanimously.   

• Chair – Philip Gray 
• Secretary and Volunteer Registration – Brian Tunbridge 
• Treasurer – Bill Simpson 
• Webmaster – Peter Crighton 
• Rides Secretary – Iain Dawson 
• Publicity – Iain Dawson. 
• General Committee Members – Eleanor Weller, Philip Letts, John Cutler. Dave 

Upton was elected for the first time. 
 

Charity Appeal. 
Phil Letts gave a brief outlined of a relatively new Northampton based charity Always a 
Chance . They would be starting a 92-club sponsored cycle ride next February and Phil 
suggested we may like to support the event. It was agreed that Phil could use the yahoo 
email list to advertise and give more details about the charity and sponsored event. 
 
Slide Show 
A review of the Northampton group rides in the past year was presented based on a 
selection of slides from Dave Upton and Philip Gray. 
 
Ideas for next years programme 
 

• Organise another slideshow evening early next year. One suggestion was Ian 
Macsporran’s French coast to coast trip. Another topic would be sought. 

• On the rides programme plan a ride to introduce riders who normally have only 
used cycle tracks to move onto quiet roads. 

• Explore with the schools and instructors any interest for the CTC to provide rides 
for bikeability pupils (10 year olds) and their parents 

 
  
AOB / Notices 
A reminder was given to book for the NMK Christmas lunch with John Weller (tel 01604 
811242) for 18th December at Stow farm. A £5 deposit will be required this year. Sue 
Hastings will be booking the Long Buckby venue for 14th December. 
 
The meeting closed at 9.55 pm.  


